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Abstract 

In today's world, the growing importance of cultural awareness emphasises the need for individuals to approach different 

cultures with understanding and respect. Cultural awareness is significant in various areas, including health, education, 

psychology, and the business world. Understanding and appreciating different cultural backgrounds, beliefs, and practices is 

crucial for providing effective and culturally adequate services. Promoting cultural awareness, open-mindedness, and social 

responsibility among students contributes to the development of global citizenship. In this study, the bibliometric analysis 

method was used to examine the literature on cultural awareness. This method aims to analysis the number of articles 

published within a specific time frame, their authors, citations, and keywords. This research was conducted based on data 

found in the Web of Science (WoS) database. The countries with the most citations were the United States (3614), the United 

Kingdom (1332), and Australia (1007). In terms of the number of publications, the United States had 238, Australia had 69, 

and the United Kingdom had 45 publications. It can be said that these countries are at the center of research on cultural 

awareness and have made significant contributions to the literature in this field. The institutions with the most highly cited 

publications are Wested (727), University of California (715), and University of Luxembourg (715). In terms of publication 

count, the top three institutions are Caroline University with 12 publications, the University of Manchester with 8 

publications, and the University of Maryland with 5 publications. The authors with the highest total link strength are Michael 

Byram, Claire Kramsch, and Robert O'Dowd. In research on cultural awareness, expanding collaboration networks will 

contribute to enriching the literature and producing more comprehensive studies. In particular, encouraging international 

collaborations will bring together different cultural perspectives and increase the knowledge base in this field. 
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1. Introduction 

In today's globalizing world, the growing importance of cultural awareness underscores the need for individuals 

to develop a deep understanding and appreciation of different cultures (Aydın et al., 2019). Cultural awareness is 

crucial in various fields such as health, education, psychology, and business. It involves understanding and 

appreciating different cultural backgrounds, beliefs, and practices to provide effective and culturally competent 

services (Sin et al., 2019). For example, in healthcare, healthcare providers are advised to prioritize cultural 

awareness and sensitivity during consultations to improve patient outcomes (Kokab et al., 2018). Similarly, 

incorporating meaningful cultural representations into educational materials can contribute to the development of 

global citizenship by fostering cultural awareness, open-mindedness, and social responsibility among students 

(Davidson and Liu, 2018). 

Cultural awareness is a fundamental aspect of educational research and significantly influences various aspects 

of teaching and learning. Educators play a crucial role in developing cultural awareness among students and 

implementing culturally sensitive practices (Moore, 2018). Teacher education research emphasizes the 

importance of accepting socio-cultural commitments and historical contexts to facilitate constructive dialogue 

within research communities and stresses that educators must be aware of different backgrounds and inequalities 

(Kerr and Andreotti, 2020). 

The aim of this study is to comprehensively reveal the current state of the field of cultural awareness by 

examining trends in the academic literature on cultural awareness, author collaborations, distribution by country 

and institution, keyword usage, and bibliometric connections. In this context, the following questions are 

addressed: 

• What is the numerical distribution of publications on cultural awareness by year? 

• How are collaboration networks structured among authors working in the field of cultural awareness? 

Who are the most collaborative and most cited authors? 

• What is the distribution of research on cultural awareness by country? 

• Which institutions publish the most on cultural awareness and receive the most citations? 

• What are the most frequently used keywords in the cultural awareness literature? 

• What bibliographic matches have been observed among the studies included in the cultural awareness 

literature? 

2. Methodology 

In this study, the bibliometric analysis method was used to review the literature on cultural awareness. This 

method aims to analyze the number of articles published within a specific time frame, their authors, citations, 

and keywords (Börner et al., 2003; Donthu et al., 2021). 

Various tools are used in bibliometric analyses, particularly for data visualization. In this study, the VOSviewer 

program was preferred due to its functional and user-friendly interface. VOSviewer is an effective tool for 

performing important tasks such as tracking changes in the literature, identifying conceptual connections, and 

defining new concepts. With features such as data visualization and mapping, the software provides researchers 

with the opportunity to perform comprehensive analyses. 

This study was conducted based on data found in the Web of Science (WoS) database. WoS is one of the world's 

leading databases for accessing scientific documents from different disciplines (Clarivate, 2024; Aria & 

Cuccurullo, 2017). The use of the Web of Science database for various analyses, particularly bibliometric 

studies, is of great importance in terms of the reliability of research. Web of Science offers advanced search 

criteria for advanced data analysis and provides high-quality data. 

The data used in this study were obtained from the WoS database on June 15, 2024. A search using the keyword 

“cultural awareness” in the title, abstract, and keywords (Topic) in the Web of Science (WoS) database yielded a 

total of 2,626 publications. Subsequently, in line with the purpose of the study, the search was restricted to 

journal articles published in the fields of educational research and educational sciences, excluding the year 2024. 

As a result of all these restrictions, 585 articles were found. The total number of citations received by these 

articles is 6,941. Figure 1 shows that the first article was published in 1977, followed by a total of 23 articles 

until 2000, averaging one article per year. Subsequently, the number of publications and citations increased 

rapidly, reaching a peak in 2020 (54) in terms of publications and in 2023 (937) in terms of citations. Ignoring 

the minor fluctuations experienced on an annual basis, it can be said that there has been a steady increase in the 

number of publications and citations since the early 2000s. 
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Figure 1.Distribution of Publications and Citations by Year 

3. Findings  

This section presents the findings obtained in the study. 

3.1. Co-authorship Analysis 

To analyze the co-authorship relationships between authors, a network map was created by identifying authors 

who had at least one publication and received at least one citation. This analysis identified the most collaborative 

and connected authors. Analysis of the authors with the highest connectivity revealed 21 authors grouped into a 

single cluster with a total of 210 connections. Each of the 21 most connected authors in this cluster has a total of 

20 connections. However, the most cited authors (Marilyn Binkley, Ola Erstad, Joan Herman, Senta Raizen, 

Martin Ripley, May Miller-Ricci, Mike Rumble) are not among the most connected authors. Similarly, the most 

prolific authors (Elisabeth Carlson, Jacqueline E. McLaughlin, Melanie Bish, Christine Kumlien, Sonia 

Reisenhofer, Imbi Drame, Claire Palermo) are not among the most connected authors. 

 

Figure 2. Co-author links showing collaboration between authors 
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3.2. Citation Analysis of Countries 

In order to analyze the citation relationships of publications related to the concept of cultural awareness among 

countries, a network map was created by identifying countries with at least one publication and at least one 

citation. In the analysis conducted on 40 countries identified as related in the network map, 10 clusters, 107 

connections, and 205 total connection strengths were determined. The countries receiving the most citations 

were the United States (3614), the United Kingdom (1332), and Australia (1007). These countries, which are 

also among the top three in terms of publication count, have 238 publications from the United States, 69 from 

Australia, and 45 from the United Kingdom. 

 

 

Figure 3. Countries' Citation Links 

3.3. Citation Analysis of Organizations  

To analyze the inter-organizational citation relationships of publications related to the concept of cultural 

awareness, an organizational network map was created by identifying organizations with at least one publication 

and at least one citation. Analysis of the 168 organizations identified as connected in the network map revealed 

16 clusters, 344 connections, and a total connection strength of 358. The institutions with the most cited 

publications were Wested (727), University of California (715), and University of Luxembourg (715). In terms 

of publication count, the top three institutions were Caroline University with 12 publications, University of 

Manchester with 8 publications, and University of Maryland with 5 publications.  

 

 

Figure 4. Institutions' Citation Links 
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3.4. Keyword Analysis 

When examining the most frequently recurring keywords related to cultural awareness in published articles, 

cultural awareness appears 108 times, cultural competence 40 times, culture 26 times, 22 repetitions for teacher 

education, and 21 repetitions for diversity. In terms of total connection strength, the strongest concepts were 

cultural awareness, cultural competence, diversity, culture, and teacher education, respectively. As a result of the 

analysis conducted with 120 different keywords that were repeated at least three times and were interconnected, 

12 clusters, 580 connections, and 771 total connection strengths were determined. 

 

Figure 5. Most Frequently Used Keyword Connections 

3.5. Bibliographic Coupling Analysis of Documents 

Bibliographic coupling is when two independent sources cite a common work. The analysis examined 422 works 

that had been cited at least once and were linked to each other, identifying 15 clusters, 4,216 links, and a total of 

5,857 link strengths. The publications with the most bibliographic coupling were Binkley et al. (2012) with 715 

citations, Baker (2012) with 147 citations, and Antonio (2001) with 135 citations. The works with the highest 

total link strength were identified as Bal (2020), Baker (2015), and Moncada Linares (2016). 

 

Figure 6. Bibliographic Match Links of Works 

3.6. Co-citation Analysis of Cited Authors 

Co-cited authors refer to situations where two or more different authors are cited together in the same work. In 

the analysis, which examined 93 authors who had been cited at least ten times and were linked to each other, 8 

clusters, 1457 links, and a total of 6145 link strengths were identified. The authors with the most co-citations 
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were Micheal Byram with 189 citations, Claire Kramsch with 70 citations, and Geneva Gay (2010) with 59 

citations. The authors with the highest total link strength were Micheal Byram, Claire Kramsch, and Robert 

O'Dowd. 

 

 

Figure 7. Connections Between Co-Cited Authors 

4. Conclusions and Recommendations 

The Web of Science (WoS) database indicates that publications related to the keyword “cultural awareness” have 

increased over time. A steady increase in the number of publications has been observed annually since 1977, 

culminating in the highest number of publications in this field in 2020. This finding shows that the topic of 

cultural awareness is becoming increasingly important in the academic field and has turned into a broad area of 

research. 

The bibliometric analysis shows that the most collaborative authors cluster together and have extensive 

collaboration networks. However, the most cited authors are usually not the most connected. This suggests that 

some authors produce high-quality individual work but are not part of broad collaborative networks. 

The United States, the United Kingdom, and Australia lead in cultural awareness research, with the most 

publications and citations. Wested, University of California, and University of Luxembourg are the most cited 

institutions, confirming their leadership in this field. 

The most frequently recurring keywords include “cultural awareness,” “cultural competence,” “culture,” 

“teacher education,” and “diversity.” This reveals that the concept of cultural awareness is multifaceted and has 

broad interdisciplinary connections, and that it is also linked to specific areas such as teacher education. 

The bibliographic matching analysis revealed that the topic of cultural awareness has a broad literature base and 

that there is a strong connection between different studies. The co-citation analysis determined that authors such 

as Micheal Byram, Claire Kramsch, and Geneva Gay are frequently cited in this field and have created 

significant literature. Expanding collaboration networks in research on cultural awareness will contribute to 

enriching the literature and producing more comprehensive studies. In particular, encouraging international 

collaborations will bring together different cultural perspectives and increase the knowledge base in this field. 

This research includes an analysis of published journal articles related to the concept of cultural awareness. 

Researchers may conduct their analyses to include other types of academic publications as well. 
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